
Zoo escape a
lucky break

Amanda Lulham

VETERAN helmsman
David Witt said a young
sailor aboard the Sydney-
to-Hobart racer YuuZoo
was lucky to escape with
only minor injuries after a
man overboard incident
during their yacht's
2 4-hour qualifier
yesterday.

The yacht was fortunately
on Sydney Harbour and not
offshore when the incident
occurred, with Witt praising
the crew on the 27m yacht for
getting bo wman Tristan Cross
back aboard so quickly.

"It was a textbook man
overboard recovery," said
Witt, who sailed and survived
in the deadly 1998 race.

"He's fine, just a bit of claret
on his arm. Nothing serious."

Straps which secure the
yacht's moveable bow sprit
were not attached at the time
with Cross and the bow sprit
both tumbling into the water.

"It's not an easy thing to
turn a yacht like this around

quickly, so well done to the
crew because the recovery
went like clockwork," Witt
said.

While Witt and his team
wrote up a job sheet to get
through in the lead-up to the
Sydney-to-Hobart, Alan
Brierty and his team on Limit
yesterday put the finishing
touches on their assault on
the race south with a
significant regatta victory off
Sydney Heads.

After four-days of racing,
the 19m yacht emerged as top
fino 1 in thp "R.nlpv Trnnhv

series, the regatta which helps
write the form guide for the
overall contenders in the

Sydney-to-Hobart.
"We are absolutely

delighted. This is a great for us
because it shows how hard we
have worked and much we
have improved since the start
of the regatta," helmsman
Barney Walker said.

A veteran of round-the-world
races and Sydney-to-Hobarts,
Walker said the regatta had
been crucial to bringing the
crew aboard the yacht to top
form ahead of the race south.

Limit won the regatta ahead
of its sister-ship, Stephen
Ainsworth's Loki, with Rob
Hanna's Shogun third.

Yesterday the team on
Investec Loyal tasted victory
for the first time when the 30m
yacht claimed a line-honours
victory in the passage race
which marked the conclusion
of the Rolex Trophy series.

Skippered by Sean
Langman, the yacht crossed
the finish line ahead of
Queensland's Black Jack,
with Limit third and the UK
22m RAN fourth.

Today Grant Wharington
and his crew on the 30m Wild
Thing were preparing the
yacht to take delivery of its
replacement mast due to
arrive after a long journey
from the south of France.

Wharington is involved in a
race against the clock to have
the new mast joined after
being cut in half for easier
transport from France
following the dismasting of his
yacht just over a week ago.


